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K Responsive to communication(s) filed on Sep 25. 2000 
B9 This action is FINAL 



□ Since this application is in condition for allowance evrpnt w fnrmoi ™^h^ 

in accordance with the practice under t^oSlV.^t 453 O G. 213 PrOSeCUt, ° n 38 to the me ' ite <*»« 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 months nrthirt»Ho„ e k- u 

37 CFR 1.136(a). aDanaonea u s c § 1 33). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 



Disposition of Claim 

B Claim(s) 1-20 



Of the above, claim(s) 9-19 
□ Claim(s) 



. is/are pending in the applicat 



B Claim(s) 1-8 and 20 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



. is/are withdrawn from consideration 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Exam|ner 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved Disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
□ All DSome* B>ne of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 The Examiner has carefully considered Applicant's amendment and accompanying 
remarks filed September 25, 2000. The claim objections and 1 12, 2nd rejection have been 
overcome. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 USC. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such foil, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled m the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected to 
make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. The newly added limitation that the thermoplastic adhesive "adheres directly 
to said outer layers without any additional adhesive" is considered new matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Strack 
et al. (US 5,68 1,645), as shown in Paper #6. Rejection is maintained. 
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Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed September 25, 2000 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the reasons set forth. Applicant argues that Strack et al. make no suggestion 
that the nonwoven web can be adhered to the outer webs without an adhesive. This arguments is 
not persuasive because meltblown fibers are used in the nonwoven web and because these fibers 
are generally tacky when deposited onto a collecting surface. Therefore, Strack et al. do suggest 
that the nonwoven web can be adhered to the outer web without an adhesive. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 

this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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8 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ula C. Ruddock whose telephone number is (703) 305-0066. The Examiner 
can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 6:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor Terrel Morris can be reached at (703) 308-2414. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351. 



Ula C. Ruddock 




Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 
November 22, 2000 • 



